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ISSUE 8: CASH

As oceans and beaches fill up with plastic, and marine debris
garners increasingly regular media attention, companies
commodifying reclaimed marine waste are popping up like
dolphins in a surf lineup. Because of legislation like the plastic
bag bans in places such as California, Delhi, and Kenya, massive
amounts of marine debris will be eliminated, and businesses are
leaping now to make a buck collecting ocean-polluting plastics
and turning them into sellable consumer goods. Preventing an
increase of pollution in the world’s oceans is hardly a bad idea,
but the gesture of reappropriating “ocean plastic’—named as if
it comes directly from the ocean itself without undergoing a
violent process of extraction—is more one of saving (or making)
corporate face than of saving any ecosystem, let alone the

planet.

If conscious capitalism, which asks individuals to purchase “eco-
friendly” commodities, is green capitalism, then this green-
washing pulled from the ocean is blue capitalism: adjacent on
the political-economic spectrum to what Stephan Helmreich in

Alien Ocean terms “blue-green capitalism,” in reference to
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